Sheik Ahmud, a young, robust native, a stoker employed on the surveying steamer "Investigator," was supposed to have been bitten by a snake on the middle toe of the right foot whilst ashore at the village of IVJalwan. A ship-mate of his accompanying him quickly ligatured the toe at its base, {ind secured the limb above the ankle and below the knee in the same way. Some of the villagers, attracted to the spot, procured a number of medium-sized chickens, and the vents of these were applied successively to the wound. The first two fowls so applied died within two minutes of their application, and the next three were rendered so feeble that they could not move for some time after being withdrawn ; these were applied for about five minutes each. The unfortunate man was also subject to a dosing with the expressed juice of a wild plant found in the neighbourhood. He was not allowed to sleep all the night through, but was kept seated in the dark?a stipulation considered essential to recovery.
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Next morning he was brought on board, bringing the snake with him, which was traced to a thicket close by and killed. It is a fine specimen of the Fursa species, Echis carinata (Schneider), about fourteen inches long, common among these parts, and reputed to be highly venomous. The man looked haggard and languid in his movements, as if indifferent to his fate, his pulse was weak and small; was very drowsy through the day ; complained of pain all along the injured limb, and in the groin where a few of the glands were sensibly enlarged and tender on pressure ; a distinct linear inflammation could also be observed in the course of the lymphatics ; vomited three times in the course of the day, simple regurgitation of watery fluid. The wounded point was covered with clotted blood ; after this was washed away, in the centre of the blanched looking skin immediately above the nail was seen a small nick, and beyond this an ecchymosed patch.
Several free nicks were made with a lance about the toe and the whole poulticed. The man made a pretty easy recovery with rest, ammonia and stimulants, and was returned to duty in a week from date of accident.
There are two points of interest connected with this case, 1, its authenticity, which may be relied upon, as the whole proceedings ashore were observed by two intelligent, independent witnesses who corroborated the above information I obtained ; and 2, the method adopted in its cure, viz. the application of the vents of fowls to the wound till, as it were, the virulence of the poison was exhausted. This method is much in favor among the natives about here, and I have heard of as many as two dozen chickens meeting their death in this way in a single case.
I do not think it can claim to equal any of the established remedies at present in use, but may after the early application of the ligature and free nicking of the wounded part, be a useful adjunct to them-Its easy means of access, especially in the country where snake-bite is most to be feared, might find the above intelligence not without interest to mofussilites, and is worth a trial.
